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The following course will allow you to explore writing in various forms.  Most of all, however, I would like you to approach this course as an endeavor to improve on something that many of us do poorly, few of us do well, and even fewer of us do miraculously.  That “something” is an act we all have to do in one form or another – at one time or another.  Whether we love it or loathe it, we all have to write.

Not everyone is destined or expected to be the next Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, or Maya Angelou – but who knows what is lurking inside you?  One thing is certain, though, we can all learn to improve our writing and at the same time begin to enjoy the process of trying to “get down” on paper what it is we want to say aloud.  
According to William Stafford, “A writer is not so much someone who has something to say as he is someone who has found a process that will bring about new things he would not have thought of if he had not started to say them.”  Together we will find and refine that process so we can begin saying what we think and believe – in writing.
Text: Writers Inc., A Student Handbook for WRITING & LEARNING; Sebranek, Kemper, and Meyer
Writing Workshop:  The course will be devised as a writing workshop.  You will be expected to bring your text and plenty of paper.  You will be writing on a daily basis and sharing your writing with your peers.  If you’ve never been asked to write freely for 20 minutes about a topic, or to complete a phrase, or to interpret a quote, prepare to do so.  
Grading: According to Nancy Martin, “The trouble with most school writing is that it is not genuine communication…The teacher is seen as an assessor and not as someone interested in being communicated with.”  
I don’t want to be seen as an assessor.  Your success in this class depends entirely on YOU – you participating in daily writing and you turning in assignments on due dates.   A score of 0 will be logged after the second day an assignment is not turned in.  For example, an assignment is due Monday.  If the assignment is not turned in at the start of class Wednesday, I will not accept it and a score of 0 will be recorded.
Final Exam: Your final exam will be the creation of a portfolio – a portfolio of your best writing that includes the following:
1. This I believe (number 1)
2. This I believe (the twist)

3. Resume and college application essay

4. Your choice 
5. A 250 word minimum reflection on the course and your development as a writer.
Portfolio style:  Your writing should be placed in a folder with a clear plastic cover and a cover sheet with your name typed.

