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Course description: 
Your Honors World History course attempts, “…to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human societies.  This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills” (AP College Board). Your course begins with the identification of Earth’s physical and political boundaries utilizing maps and transitions to a variety of time periods that accelerated two vital processes: Globalization and Geopolitics.  This course will study significant time periods between the Renaissance (1300-1600) and the end of World War I (1918), all the while connecting these historic time periods and events to present-day occurrences.  
When students leave this class they should recognize that they didn’t just memorize dates, events and names but instead, they should appreciate the connections and similarities between time periods and events of the past to present-day occurrences and beliefs.  This appreciation and increased content knowledge will enable students to identify and express the possible “how’s” and “why’s” of historical global events of the past to today’s global events.  
Lastly, your ability to critically think, analyze ideas, and link events of the past with events, peoples/nations, cultural landscapes, and global connections of today in writing is essential for success in this class.  In other words, “…pupils who study history learn to think for themselves” (Lay, History Today).
Class Materials: 

A large three-ring binder filled with loose leaf (for note taking) and dividers – NOT a spiral notebook – is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. Please supply yourself with pens and pencils.
· Notebook/Binder: 
This will provide a study resource of reading and class/lecture notes, provide an organizational strategy, and act as a directory of sorts for everything you complete in this class.  This “binder” should not be your science, math, and history notebook – just history.
· NOTE: Quizzes may, AT ANY TIME, be open notes.  
Textbook:  Supplied: McDougal Little, World History: Patterns of Interaction, 2005. 
Supplemental Resources: PowerPoint presentations, short documentaries, You Tube clips, and supplemental readings.
Grading: 100-90 = A, 89-80 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, Below 60 = F

Grades in this class will consist primarily of tests/quizzes, projects, and presentations.  All grades are averaged together.  
Tests: All tests are closed-notes and contain: 
· 20-40 multiple choice questions – with a provided study guide
· 2-3 Free Response Questions (FRQs) – with provided topics
· Test FRQs (Free Response Questions) are derived from the information and vocabulary within the chapters you read, documentaries/video lectures you watch, and PowerPoint presentations (lectures by Mr. Cass).
Quizzes: Quizzes may come in any of the following forms

· Short FRQs
· Matching the chapter’s vocabulary, events, important people, or any supplementary vocabulary Mr. Cass emphasizes during lectures.  See NOTE 1 below.
· NOTE 1: Additional vocabulary that you are responsible for will be gathered from documentaries/video lectures, PowerPoint presentations/lectures, and news/events of the day.
· NOTE 2: Tests and quizzes MUST be written in pen – not pencil.
Homework: Traditional homework is rarely given, although you DO HAVE homework EVERY NIGHT which would be: reading and annotating the text, reviewing and notetaking from posted PowerPoints, or reviewing vocabulary. Other types of homework include: preparing presentations, creating typed matching quizzes (with keys) or creating FRQs (Free Response Questions) when assigned, as well as researching and completing projects.  
Course Outline: Chapters may be added or subtracted depending on time and pace of the class and school year.
· World Geography: Physical and Political Mapping with review activities and quizzes (1-2 weeks)
· Unit I: Chapters 17, 19, and 20

· Unit II: Chapters 21, 22, 23 
· Midterm Review: 
· Midterm Exam: Multiple Choice from Chapters 17 and 19-23
***************************

· Unit III: Chapters 25, 27, 29 
· Unit IV: Chapters 32 and 36 
· Unit I: Globalization: Ch. 36, Chapters 17, 19, 20 
· Is Globalization the new form of Imperialism?
· Final Review: (1 week)
· Final Exam: Format to be announced
Assignment Policy:

· I do not give full credit for late work, and all work is due on the assigned date.  A letter grade – per day –will be deducted until the assignment is completed.  NOTE:  After 4 days a zero will be logged in FOCUS. No credit will be awarded at this point.
· NOTE: If you are present when work is assigned, the work is due ON THE DAY you return.
· I allow two days after an excused absence to make up missed work.

· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments and information from either me or a trusted classmate.  To get missed work, you may reach me at the email address.
· Makeup tests/quizzes must be arranged with me upon your return, and can be taken the day of your return, after school or during Mrs. Palmer’s study hall if she allows.
Class Expectations:  

· I expect my students to know that they are in a “collegiate” high school and on a college campus – not middle school and certainly not elementary school.  I expect them to know they have moved on to a higher academic and personal stage in their lives.   I expect my students to know how to act in a classroom setting, how to interact with me and their classmates, to respect FSWC and its staff/faculty, and above all – respect themselves.  Finally, I expect my students to understand and appreciate the opportunity they have been given for academic and personal success by attending FSWC. 

· You are expected to be prepared for class everyday by reading and annotating all chapters listed above, by note taking from the posted PowerPoints (see my website) BEFORE a lecture. 
Class Procedures:

· Turn off your phone and enter the room quietly, professionally, and respectfully place your cell phones in the crate by the front door at the start of class.  
· IMPORTANT NOTE: I do not ALLOW cell phone usage unless I determine it is necessary.  If you use your phone during class, I will collect the phone and hold it for you until the end of the day.

· Electronic devices such as laptops or tablets are allowed for appropriate classroom activities only.  If device is being used inappropriately, your privilege will be revoked for a period of time and a phone call home will ensue. 

· Dress code is provided by the school and any infractions will be referred to the front office.
·  “Do Now” activities will occur daily throughout the year.  
· Bathroom breaks are allowed after the first 10 minutes of class and NOT allowed 10 minutes before the end of class, and one person may leave at a time.

· Bottled water ONLY.  Candy, food, and soft drinks, are not allowed in class.

· Remain seated until the dismissal bell.  Please refrain from “packing” up and huddling at the door.
IMPORTANT NOTE and CONTRACT
Please read my message below, sign, and return by Friday, 16 August 2019 for 2 bonus points.  Points will NOT be granted after Monday, but all expectations and policies will be upheld.  If you, or your parent, have any questions regarding the expectations of the class, please feel free to contact me at the email address in the syllabus heading.
Your willingness to accept constructive feedback that is intended to help you improve is important to your success in this class.  Don’t take constructive criticism personally; we at FSWC want everyone to be successful, but more importantly improve throughout the year.  In order to achieve success, please try the following: have a positive attitude, have pride in your work, have high standards and high expectations, give forth effort and have GRIT, have consistency and organization in your life, have respect for yourself and for others, and ask yourself often: Did I do my best; did I do all I could have done?   Lastly, have confidence.  Success is addictive – like your cell phone!  The more you succeed, the more your brain reacts positively to that feeling of success.  Your brain will train itself to want the feeling of success over and over again.  

*****************************************************************************

Please sign that you and your parents have read and understand the expectations and the information listed within the class syllabus.  Return the bottom portion of this page (the last of the syllabus) with signatures and keep the entire syllabus in the front portion of your binder for future reference.
I have read and understand the expectations, procedures, and obligations I have in Mr. Cass’s class. 

_______________________                                              ____________________________

Student name (print)                                                           Student signature and date

_______________________________

Parent(s) Signature(s) and date

