Close Analysis of a Scene 

The Graduate

Objective: To gain a better understanding of the intricacies in the art of film making and to determine through discovery that movie making is indeed – or not – art.

Tasks:  

1. Students will view the film The Graduate (1967), directed by Mike Nichols
2. Students will analyze the filmmaker’s techniques and write a reflection/essay that outlines the techniques used within the film that invokes emotion through visual and auditory awareness.
Content:
1. A clear introduction and summary of the film that simply communicates what happens: a storyline or plotline (1-2 paragraphs maximum)
2. A description of the most important scene(s) in the film – the one(s) you think captures the spirit of the work.                                                                            
3. An analysis of a scene(s) of your choice that focuses on composition, design, music, setting and camera angles, etc. and how they are woven together within the framework of the film. Why did the filmmaker use this technique?

                                                                                     
4. An interpretation of the meaning/importance you found in one specific scene.  Explain WHY you feel as you do about the characters or events? WHY did you see things from that particular perspective and how did the filmmaker help to create your feeling/interpretation?



                                                                                      
5. Conclusion: Judge the film as a work of art – as a chapter may set the stage for literary greatness.  This requires you to briefly define and sketch your own interpretation of what art is and what purpose it serves. Then, describe how this film - in light of the scene or scenes you chose and viewed proves that is indeed a work of art, or, whether you believe it is not a work of art.

                      

*Note:  steps 3 & 4 frequently overlap and intertwine, so don’t struggle to keep them separated.  What I’m after here is interpretive analysis. 
ALTERNATIVE PAPER CHOICE
You may also focus on how one of the techniques on your quick-study sheet is used throughout the film.  For example, the use of camera angles in general, the use of music woven into the film that sheds emotion, or lighting. Note:  If you choose this option you must include numbers 1, 4, and 5 above along with your analysis.
