The Evolution of Religions
120 points

Due Date: Friday, December 9th
Purpose:  to understand the process of religions’ evolution as proposed by Dan Dennett and to seek out the meaning behind Rick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life.
Assignment:  write a one page, double-spaced reflection on the ted.com speech given by Dan Dennett, http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/dan_dennett_s_response_to_rick_warren.html
Warren link: http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/rick_warren_on_a_life_of_purpose.html
Important Note: The “interactive transcript” link located to the right of the video allows you to read the speech as the speaker delivers their points.
Your reflection should include:

· An opinion and summary of Dennett’s speech only(20 points) 
· Inclusion of content and responses to the discussion questions below (120 points)
· NOTE:  YOU NEED TO WATCH OR AT LEAST READ THE TRANSCRIPT OF RICK WARREN’S SPEECH TO GET A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF DENNETT’S ARGUMENT.
Style: 5 points/style element below (20 pts. Total)
250 words minimum 

Double spaced

Name, date, period upper left-hand corner

Times-new roman 12 point font

Content and discussion questions:  (100 pts. Total)
· Explain how Dennett describes religions. Do you agree or disagree.  Support your position. (20 pts.)
· Identify and discuss Dennett’s proposal for the youth of the United States. (20 pts.)
· What does Dennett say democracy depends on?  Do you agree or disagree.  Support your position. (20 pts.)
· Describe Dennett’s problem/issue with Rick Warren’s book, “The Purpose Driven Life,” and the message within the book. (20 pts.)

· Do you agree or disagree with Warren’s quote, “If there was no God we would all be accidents, the result of astronomical random chance in the Universe. You could stop reading this book because life 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/1076000" would have no purpose or meaning or significance. “  Support your response. (20 pts.)
