Quick Guide to Discussing and Analyzing Film
1. Film as Literature



P.O.V.



Themes



Characters- conflicts, transformations


Settings


Symbols

2. Mise-en-scene- “What is put in the scene?”



Lighting


Costumes



Sets & Settings

3. Composition- images, angles, colors, position


Shot-image or scene before film cuts to different image



Photographic property- qualities of the image- colors, clarity…


Film Speed- slow & fast



Perspective- 




Deep focus- background




Shallow focus- foreground




Rack focus is quickly changed or pulled - switches perspectives


Angles-




High angle- view from above- looking down



Low angle- view from bottom- looking up


Height of frame




Close ups-




Medium- character body




Long- full body at distance



Crane- overhead shot


Tilt- up & down shots


Pan- side to side shots


Tracking- follows next to or behind or in front shots
4. Editing


Fade in- darkened or lightened so it appears or disappears



Iris- in and iris- out, expand in or out- circle


Wipe- line moves an image to gradually clear shot and introduce another



Dissolve- a new shot is briefly superimposed.

5. Sound


Sound = image=motifs



Sounds = which are important- repeated, incongruous?


Musical numbers = importance and when used



Silence?



Purpose of voice-overs and dialogue.

