The Geography of Music

(Adopted and modified from Music and Cultural Diffusion: www.landrethplanet.org/AP/music.htm )
Due Date:  Thursday, January 17th.  Groups 3 or individuals will be called randomly on the 17th and presentations will continue Friday the 18st.  After each day’s Do Now, you will have the opportunity to work on the project in class.
Objective:  Through the use of music, students will gain an appreciation of the role of music in the expansion of cultures throughout the world.

Tasks: You had the opportunity to hear music that exemplified the concepts of expansion diffusion, cultural diffusion, cultural ecology, cultural hybridity, movement, sense of place, and globalization.  The music provided proof of the diffusion of music and the connections music creates between the peoples of the world.  
Now it is your turn to do the same for a musical genre of your choosing.  Human Geography is about the connections we have with the people and places of the world; how “places affect people and people affect places,” says former APHG student, Samantha Luce.  You have two days to research a musical genre and discover its origin and connections to other genres of music and people of the world.  In groups of three or alone, you will need to do the following:

Step One:     Choose a genre of music to research.  The genre should be from a music type that you are interested in and would like to learn more about.  Some examples of musical genres that would work well are:

	· Spanish Flamenco 

· American Blues, Jazz , bluegrass, or country 

· Acadian (Cajun or Zydeco)

· Celtic 

· Cape Breton Traditional 

· Afro-Peruvian 

· Afro-Cuban 

· Reggae

· Indian Bhangra 
	· Klezmer 

· Balkan Gypsy Brass Bands 

· Caribbean Calypso 

· French Chanson 

· MPB (Musica Popular Brasileira) 

· Brazilian Forro 

· Brazilian Samba 

· Pakistani Qawali 

· Central American Garifuna 

· Algerian Rai 

 


A complete list can be found at National Geographic Music site along with links to information, artists, songs, and videos from each genre. 

Step Two:  Research your chosen genre.   Pay particular attention to any connections between genres, people, cultures, and geographic regions as you attempt to trace the diffusion of your genre.  (Some of these may be hinted at, but not be obvious to you, so pay close attention.)  Link TV, National Geographic, Afropop, the BBC, Global Rhythm and Calabash will be your best sites for information.  Link TV and  National Geographic also have interviews with artists and detailed 30 minute videos about particular genres online that would be very useful.   

Step Three:  Create a PowerPoint, Blog, or movie.  Your presentations should last no longer than 10-15 minutes and include the following:

· Identity genre and hearth.  Introduce your musical genre and explain its geographic origins, connections to other parts of the world and cultures, and the people or culture it is most associated with. 
· Identify three to five artists and examples of their songs you feel best demonstrate the diffusion of this musical genre. Provide music via CDs or mpegs.

· Demonstrate how at least two other genres affected its development 
· Describe any other cultural factors or historical events that may have affected its development. 
· Maps that show the development the genre over space and time. 
· Explanation of where this music is most popular today
  

 

