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y upbringing consisted of a variety of different situations, including but not limited to 

after school programs, switching elementary schools in second grade, and the continuous 

harassment I received, largely until entering my freshman year of high school. However, it was in my final year 

of junior high that I began to understand the differences between people in terms of racial, ethnic, and, most 

prominently, sexual orientation. After three years of inner conflict, I came out as gay to both my parents and the 

majority of the student body at my school. I decided I wanted to be honest about myself. Port Charlotte Middle 

School had fewer than 900 students enrolled, the majority of whom were white. Diversity was not the school’s 

strong suit by any means, and as such, I didn’t see many different types of people at that point in my life.  

I had been exposed to a variety of different ethnicities and races throughout my youth, but they were few 

and far between. The population was mostly composed of white people; however, it was not nearly as mono-
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ethnic as some smaller towns. There were usually African American students in my classes, and there were 

always some Hispanic kids. One of my best friends, Angelo, was actually of Korean origin. My group of friends 

was continually changing – mainly because I was young, and different, and I didn’t really join any clique, or 

have a close circle of friends. One year was always different from the next. As I grew up, I was exposed to all 

sorts of different personalities and it definitely affected the way I saw and treated other people in my life. It 

continues to affect me today, because I still don’t associate with one particular group; I associate with variety of 

people.  

This certainly continued when I first became involved in theatre. Everyone involved was quite unique, 

however, the high school productions weren’t very diverse my freshman year. There weren’t very many people, 

and the club’s population consisted solely of white teenagers, the majority of whom were juniors. However, it 

was the first time I genuinely felt as if I found people who appreciated me for who I was, and that was a 

defining point in my high school experience.  

This was the moment when the sociological term ‘functionalism’ came into play. Of course, at the time I 

didn’t realize it, but as I’ve progressed through my study of sociology, I’ve come to believe that this word is the 

best way to describe my experiences thus far in high school. Essentially, I have come to ‘fit in,’ but not quite in 

the way I expected. By ‘fit in,’ I mean I expected to be a regular kid that I’d be on some sort of equal playing 

field – maybe popular. But it didn’t work out that way, because I’m actually a very individualistic person. 

Functionalism, in sociological terms, is the way in which different people have different functions within 

society, and that all of these functions add up to create one big, working society. In this case, the sum of the 

whole is the sum of its parts.   

This word is important to me because as I’ve progressed through high school, it seemed easy for me to 

fit into one category. I do something essential at our school – I’m a drama kid. I can be on the flamboyant side 

at times, and the role I play in our school is unique. Without me, our school would not be the same. On a 

smaller scale, the role I play in drama club is also vital. I will play any role and do almost anything I can within 

my means to get this club to succeed. My actions (i.e. – functions) are vitally important to the success of the 



 
 

club, even if they appear to be small when I do them. Without me, the one-act wouldn’t have done as well 

because the club wouldn’t have had the people to play the parts necessary to the story.  

Being involved in drama club, both in high school and college would lead to a number of experiences 

with a vast array of different people, including Hairspray, which was arguably the most unique experience of 

my high school career thus far. Hairspray, being the wildly popular musical it is, had a large group of people 

who auditioned. The script is also about segregation in the 60’s in Baltimore, so the people who auditioned (and 

the people who were cast for that matter) were a hugely diverse group. I was exposed to an even larger variety 

of people than I’d ever experienced, and I was able to learn a lot. I learned that you cannot be colorblind if you 

truly want to accept other people. Ethnicity and race is a part of a person’s experience, and throwing that 

identity away by saying “Race doesn’t matter to me” effectively eliminates part of a person’s life. I think that 

was really eye opening.  

I truly think my study of theatre has enhanced my study of sociology, and that my study of sociology has 

enhanced my study of theatre. They are interconnected, as pointed out in the book The Drama of Everyday Life 

(Scheibe). This book talks about many aspects of life, and much of it involves theatrical performances and how 

they can be compared to life. These comparisons were important in making me reexamine my perspective on 

sociology. As Scheibe says, “An unsatisfactory view of reality is one that cannot shift perspectives – so that one 

stands all of the time in the same box.” (24). Reiterating the importance of continually examining our 

perspective, lest we fall victim to the old foe conformity, a term which is mentioned in Skinner’s work Science 

and Human Behavior (Skinner, 1953).  

I started writing this essay thinking I hadn’t been influenced by racial or ethnic differences, and that 

frustrated me because it made me feel as though my life had been really unexamined, that I hadn’t challenged 

any of my own ideas yet. Through writing this, I’ve come to find that studying sociology has really helped me 

to reexamine my life every day. It’s taught me to change my perspective, and it’s made me look into my past to 

find that I have certainly been changed by all sorts of groups of people throughout my life. I have reexamined a 

great deal of my life, and therefore my life is no longer unexamined. Becoming who I am and becoming who I 



 
 

want to be are definitely not mutually exclusive ideas, and as I continue my study of life, I must keep that in 

mind.  
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