Imperialism.com
An exploration of Imperial powers of the early 20th century
Due April 5th
Class Time: 3-4 class periods will be allowed for this project, but class time to work on the task will be forfeited if groups are unable to work quietly and efficiently.

Task: Using Weebly.com or another Web site creating engine, students will create a Web site about a specific country’s history of imperialism.  Imperial powers are listed below.
Purpose: The task is an exercise that will enable better understanding of the political, economic, and cultural impacts of imperialism as well as comparing and contrasting imperialism and colonialism.  In addition, the task will illuminate the effects and ongoing practice of imperialism in our world today.

Groups:  Students will be divided into groups of 4 and as usual students may choose to work alone.
Instructions:

1. After dividing into groups, students will randomly select one of the imperial powers as their research topic.  Your research may NOT involve your textbook alone.  Use the text to simply get an idea of what your country’s involvement was during this time period.

2. Begin by identifying all colonial possessions of your empire.  Each group MUST assign members to research the following and Maps are a MUST.
A. The physical geography of each colonial possession, 
B. Natural resources

C. The culture of the possession (the basic way of life of the people. for example: religion, values, customs, societal norms)
D. Agricultural, manufactured products and trade of EACH colony in the empire.  .  

E. Finally, research the effects of imperialism upon the colonial possession and the imperialist nation.
3. Once material and information is gathered, members should organize the information into exhibits for the Web site.  For example, each colony might have its own page within the site.  Or, a group might organize its site thematically rather than by colony.  For example, themes might include: geography, culture, industry, and trade.
· Web sites should be visually engaging and informative and should include the information on each of the colonial possessions of the assigned empire.

Technology Tips:

· Many academic institutions offer online history resources.  Fordham University’s Internet History Sourcebooks Project is one of the most extensive.

· PBS and the BBC contain online exhibits of the British Empire.

· Finding information on smaller colonial powers, such as Belgium, may require searching under broader history topics, such as the history of imperialism or the history of Belgium.

Imperial Powers:

· Great Britain
· France
· Germany
· Italy
· The Netherlands
· Portugal
· Spain
· United States
Work Cited:  As usual a MLA work cited page must be include, either typed or as a separate link on your site.
