Diane Benscoter on How Cults Rewire the Brain
Reflection due date: TBA
Learning Objective: 
· Students will gain an understanding of groupthink, cult activity, power and why certain individuals allow their minds to be easily and quickly influenced.   The manipulative words and actions avowed by certain influential people in history and today have caused many to ask, “How could perfectly rational individuals allow themselves to think and act irrationally?” 
Assignment:  
· Students will view, listen, and read the TED speech by Diane Benscoter, How Cults Rewire the Brain.
· Students will write a two page (500 word) reflection relating to the speech and the power of conformity.
· Students may refer to the link below to view the speech at home: http://www.ted.com/talks/ex_moonie_diane_benscoter_how_cults_think.html
Reflection content requirements: 
· Brief synopsis of Benscoter’s speech and thesis.
· Who is or was Diane Benscoter? 

· What is the main point of her speech?  
· What does she want her audience to realize?
· Explain what Benscoter means by the term “memetics.”  Provide an example of a “meme” you have either experienced or have learned of recently that you believe is influential or manipulative and creates conformity within society (on a large or small scale).
· Supportive references required:  
· One use from speech and textual support from chapters 19.1, 19.3, 20.2, or 20.3.
· References may be in the form of a quote, relevant vocabulary, or psychological theory
· One use from PowerPoint lecture (see Reasons for Conformity slide 3)

· Determine why Benscoter conformed.  Choose one or more of the 8 reasons for conformity and support your reasoning using evidence from Benscoter’s story.
· Refer to the Purdue Owl website below for proper MLA in-text citation format: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
· Opinion:
· Benscoter states, “I understand someone’s brain, how someone's mind can come to the place where it makes sense -- in fact it would be wrong, when your brain is working like that -- not to try to save the world through genocide.”
· What is Benscoter suggesting in this quote?
· Do you agree or disagree with her belief?  Why or why not?
Style 
· APA Style: 12 point Times-New Roman Font, title page, abstract, and reference page.

· Unique Title (something other than – “Unique Title”)

Assessment: California State University writing rubric
