HOLE IN THE WALL
The Internet and Social Change 
60 Points
Objectives:

· In groups of three, students will gain a better understanding of how the internet is used by various groups such as businesses, schools, organizations, and individuals, as well as realize the impact of the internet as a tool for social change.

Part I: Discussion questions (Due tomorrow) – Label responses to these two questions: Part I Discussion Questions and include your name(s), date, and period in the upper left-hand column. One person in the group should be responsible for documenting your group’s responses. NOTE: Your responses may be typed or handwritten. (10 points)

1. In your opinion, what issues may prevent communities around the world from having internet access?
2. How can the internet be used as a tool for social change? NOTE:  Your group should be able to list at least 3-5.
Part II: What happens when you place a computer in the middle of one of the poorest countries in the world?  The experiment, Hole in the Wall, is an applicable example of the Sociological effects technology has upon our world.  While viewing the three episodes below, think about how the internet connects communities and contributes to computer literacy, the empowerment of knowledge, social movement along socio-economic hierarchies, and social change (good or bad).  

· Step I:  The class will view the following informational links in regard to the experiment.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2_CjRbZ5EI
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MmCxjWBYQO0
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dk60sYrU2RU
· Step II: Create a “Campaign for Internet Access” which focuses on the importance of computer literacy and how access to computers and the internet benefits impoverished communities and promotes social change on both a local and global scale.  
· YOUR HYPOTHETICAL SITUATION:  Your group just learned that a wealthy philanthropist wants to give back to disadvantaged, impoverished people in a deserving community.  This person made their fortune as an innovator and internet advocate, and they now want to provide computers and internet access to disadvantaged societies.  
· TASK:  Your job is to create a public relations pitch, or presentation, to convince this person that YOUR community is deserving of their donation.  You will have to describe your community’s location on Earth, demography, its racial, ethnic and religious populations, its primary societal difficulties that have prevented success, and finally how the internet would improve your community, create social change and, in turn, become a wise investment for the philanthropist.  You will also have to explain how you plan on implementing the technology for maximum results.
· NOTE 1: Remember, their money will be used to help the people in your community.

· NOTE 2: You will have to consider and research impoverished areas of the world when choosing “your” community.  Communities within the United States are acceptable, too, but for this project, imagine yourself a citizen of the world, not just a citizen of the United States.
· STYLE:  Your presentation must be presented in one of the following forms: PowerPoint presentation, website, video PSA, or BLOG.  
· NOTE 1: Dressing appropriately and professionally may aide in persuading your audience. First impressions mean something!
· NOTE 2: Some groups or individual presenters may be asked to deliver their presentations to the philanthropist.
· NOTE 3: Take pride in this; you are trying to convince someone to give you money!  

· CONTENT:
· Presentation Specifics.  All presentations must include the following:

· A brief description of the Hole in the Wall experiment.  This includes who, when, where, and the specifics of the experiment – not just the results. 
· NOTE: This segment should attempt to describe how your idea could be put into action, how your idea could work in your community, and provide a precedent of success for the philanthropist. 
· Identify 3 ways you believe the internet has promoted social change on a global scale. 
· Identify 3 reasons why computer literacy and access to the internet is vital to the people of your community for future success and prosperity of your people.
· Any style of presentation must contain images of your community and its people. 
· Any style of presentation must contain a large and small scale map of your community to indicate the relative and absolute location of your community.  

· An APA work cited page must accompany your presentation.

