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Course Description:
According to Harvard student Samantha Luce, “How do places affect people and people affect places?  This is the essence of Human Geography.”           
As, author Kenneth Davis writes in his book, Don’t Know Much about Geography, “Geography doesn’t simply begin and end with maps showing the location of all the countries in the world.  In fact, such maps don’t necessarily tell us much.  No – geography poses fascinating questions about who we are and how we got to be that way, and then provides clues to the answers.  It is impossible to understand history, international politics, the world economy, religions, philosophy, or “patterns of culture” without taking geography into account.”

Kenneth Keller furthers Davis’s theory by stating, “Geography is in everything and everything is in geography.”  During your Global Studies course, you will ask another question: Why there? So, as we travel through the semester together and “virtually” span the globe, I hope you begin to see the geography underneath your feet – everyday and everywhere you look - as well as begin to inquire, investigate, and envision the world from a different perspective.

Class materials: A three ring binder (at least 1 inch) and 5 dividers, a single subject spiral notebook for journaling, and provided textbook.  Optional, but encouraged: Thumb drive, colored pencils.  
Text: De Blij, H.J. Alexander B. Murphy, and Erin H. Fouberg, Human Geography: People, Place and Culture. 9th ed. Hoboken NJ: John Wiley and Sons, 2007
Course content: This semester-long course will strive to be the equivalent of a first year college or university course and it is vital that you are aware of the rigor, preparation, focus, respect, and attention to detail that is involved.
· According to the AP College Board, Human geography is the study of where humans, their activities, and their institutions are located and how they continue to change our world’s landscape.
· You can look forward to a course that will utilize lectures, class discussions, films, a documentary video series, projects, student presentations/Socratic dialogues, research, self-guided field trips, and writing assignments to assist in your exploration of the world.
· 7 Key Concepts of Course (from the College Board’s AP Human Geography Course Description).  NOTE: This is normally a year-long course, so certain units are being omitted.  Those in bold will be the concepts explored in your Global Studies course.  Depending on time, other units may be added, and the units marked with asterisks will be required information for your final exam.
· Geography: Its Nature and Perspective

· Population

· Cultural Patterns (religion, race, ethnicity, culture)
· Political Organization of Space
· **Industrialization and Economic Development**
· **Agricultural and Rural Land Use**
· **Cities and Urban Land Use**
Primary Text Units and Corresponding Chapters (DeBlij, Murphy, and Fouberg):
· Unit 1 – Nature and Perspective: Chapter 1: 3 weeks
· Unit 2 – Population: Chapters 2 and 3:  4 weeks
· Unit 3 – Culture: Chapters 4,5, and 7: 5 weeks
· Unit 4 – Political Organization: Chapter 8:  3 weeks
Assignment Policy:

· I do not give full credit for late work.  All work is due on the assigned date.  A letter grade - per day will be deducted until assignment is completed.
· If an assignment is not turned in, a score of 0 will be logged and a referral written.  The grade will be changed accordingly, when and if the assignment is completed.
· NOTE: If you are present when work is assigned, the work is due ON THE DAY you return.

· I will allow two days after an excused absence to make up missed work.

· If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments and information from either me or a trusted classmate.  To get missed work, you may reach me at the email address.

Class Expectations:  

· During class, focus on the task at hand.   You are not in middle school anymore.  You are attending a COLLEGIATE high school on a COLLEGE campus.  This is an honors course and you are expected to behave in a mature manner.  Also, please be on time and prepared.

· You are expected to read and annotate all chapters listed above.  Your chapter test’s multiple choice questions come DIRECTLY from the information found within the text.  Test FRQs will also be derived from the information and vocabulary within the chapters you read, documentaries/video lectures, and PowerPoint presentations (lectures).

Class Procedures:

· Enter the room quietly, professionally, and respectfully.  Leave the drama outside.
· I do not tolerate cell phone usage, electronic device usage (unless instructed to do so), or dress code violations. 
· Cell phones must be turned off and placed in the crate by the front door at the start of class.  You may take your phone at the end of class.

· If you are out of dress code, I will simply ask that you put something else on or go see Mrs. Juneau.

· “Do Now” activities will occur daily through the year.  This means you should be answering the question on the screen – not talking – upon arrival.  NOTE: We only have so much time, thus getting started right away is imperative.
· Bathroom breaks are allowed after the first 10 minutes of class and NOT allowed 10 minutes before the end of class.  One person may leave at a time.

· Bottled water ONLY.  Candy, food, soft drinks, and gum are not allowed in class.

· Remain seated until the dismissal bell.  Please refrain from “packing” up and huddling at the door.

· The bell does not release you; I release you.

Geo-Journal: 
Current events highlight Human Geography on a daily basis and are vital to thinking globally and geographically.  The Geo-journal will provide a forum for students to express their thoughts on how current events are shaping their lives, society and their planet at large  On a weekly basis throughout the semester, students will collect current events from newspapers, magazines, internet sources, etc., write a reflection on the article and connect its topic to the course.  Note: A detailed description of the assignment will be handed out on the first day of class.
Homework: 

Your homework is to read and annotate your chapters (specifically all vocabulary) and supplemental readings, research, prepare presentations, complete Geo-Journals, and prepare for your final exam.
Grading: 100-90 = A, 89-80 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, Below 60 = F
Grades consist primarily of tests, projects, presentations, and Geo-journals.  All grades are averaged together.  All tests will consist of 10-20 matching vocabulary, 10 multiple choice questions and 1 Free Response Question (FRQ).  NOTE: Further explanation of testing information will be discussed.
Final Exam:  Your final exam will be in the form of a project – a travel project of sorts that incorporates the units and concepts studied in the class as well as the units noted with an asterisk. A full assignment with expectations and rubric will be provided.  NOTE: Once you received the specifics of the project, it is important to begin thinking, researching, and compiling information for this exam as the semester and course progresses.
A Final Note and Important Information:

· Success in this class depends on a positive attitude, pride in one’s work, high standards, high expectations, effort, consistency, organization, respect for one’s self and respect for others.  In anything we do, we must set high standards and expectations of ourselves, and the key to success in this class, or any aspect of life, is attitude – a positive attitude.  Ask yourself; did I do my best?   Have confidence!  Success is addictive – like your cell phone.  The more you succeed, the more your brain retains information to help you succeed over and over again.  
· Important information: If any student wishes to take the College Board exam for Human Geography, you and your parent should schedule a meeting with me ASAP to discuss how to prepare. Students are recommended to take a minimum of 3 mock exams beginning in March, purchase an AP prep book, and study all 7 concepts from the Human Geography curriculum.  In other words, students wanting to take the exam, will be on a different schedule, however, the score you receive on the exam will not affect your grade in the class.  Dates and times of mock exams will be announced after parent meetings.  
Please sign that you have read and understand the class syllabus, expectations, and class procedures. Return the signature section below the dotted line to Mr. Cass by Friday.  Keep the syllabus in the front of your notebook for reference.  

I have read and understand the expectations, procedures, and obligations that I have in Mr. Cass’s class. 

____________________                                                   ____________________________

Student name (print)                                                             Student signature and date

___________________
Parent signature

