WHO OWNS ANTARCTICA??????
125 POINTS
TASK: Read the background information below and research the history and territorial claims of Antarctica.  Next, create a BLOG or PowerPoint and respond to the questions below. Numbers one through five are 20 points each.  Number 6 is 25 points.
1. Decide who should own Antarctica and give your reason why.

2. Map the divisions of Antarctica of who owns what region.  This should be sketched and territories distinguished be color – not copied and pasted.
3. Recently “oil” has been found in the very middle of the land mass.  How should this be developed and who should be in charge of the drilling?

4. What problems do you foresee with ownership and development of the entire landmass?

5. What states should be given priority and why?

6. Write a simple treaty (250 word minimum) to solve future problems of resource development and exploitation to be submitted to the general assembly of the United Nations. (25 Points)
Definitions of Key Terms:

Antarctica - the coldest, windiest, driest, highest, quietest, most remote and perhaps the least understood continent on Earth  
Antarctic Treaty - negotiated and signed in Washington in 1959 by 12 states that participated in the International Geophysical Year, an additional 30 states have acceded to the treaty and 14 have been accepted as Consultative Parties (Cps). Treaty went into effect in 1961; reviewable after 30 years, but to date no state has requested a review  

State - an area organized into a political unit and ruled by an established government with control over its internal and foreign affairs  

Sovereignty - the ability of the recognized governing authority to create and enforce law within the boundaries of the territory without the interference of authorities from outside the boundaries  

Territory - land area  
Territorial sovereignty - the land area in which the sovereignty is presumed to exist.  

Sector claims - territorial claims based on the sector principle which make a territorial claim based on possession of all land and islands lying between a coast and either the North or South Pole  
Background Information:
The history of Antarctica is one unlike any other place on Earth. Even after being "discovered" Antarctica proved to be almost impossible to, first, even land on, much less explore. But explorers prevailed and the flags of their countries came with them. But unlike all earlier explorations and claims of ownership, Antarctica has proved unique both in the claims that have been made and the little that has been done to support those claims. Lines have been drawn on the map, but what that has accomplished is very hard to see. Elsewhere in the world land that has been claimed has then been "used". The sovereignty question in Antarctica remains just that - a question. Many of the countries that have made a claim on Antarctica have issued postage stamps, which is a traditional way for a country to indicate territorial sovereignty. But it is the actions of three South American countries that bring to bear on the "mapping" of Antarctica and the possible future problems regarding inter-state relationships in Antarctica.  

Both Chile and Argentina have gone to great lengths to make their claims in Antarctica part of their national territory. While there has been no recognition of these claims by any other sovereign state, both countries have great nationalistic pride in these claims. In August of 1973, an Argentine cabinet meeting was held in the area claimed by Argentina. Chile's president Pinochet spent a week in Antarctica in 1977 which caused Argentina to devise the boldest plans for claiming sovereignty. In the fall of 1978, a pregnant Argentine woman was sent to live in Antarctica and in Jan. 1979, Emile Marco Palma was the first child born in Antarctica. Following the pattern in colonialism as seen in North America, Emile takes his place in history along side Virginia Dare. The Argentines followed with a wedding in Feb. 1979. Both countries have maintained colonies of civilian dependents living year round at their bases and tourism from bases both in Chile and Argentina has grown significantly in the last decades.  

Now Ecuador seems poised to make a sector claim in Antarctica which will overlap Chile's claim and border the UK and be very close to Argentina. This claim would come with an Antarctica Secretariat already in place in the Ecuadorian government. Ecuador has also made claims in the Pacific Ocean, the Amazon Basin and outer space. Ecuador is not seen as ready to fight over these claims, but nationalistic pride can cause countries to do very strange things.   

The Antarctica Treaty of 1959 currently is considered a model in inter-state cooperation and all the terms of the treaty have been upheld peacefully to date. But countries that support the Treaty nevertheless have made claims in Antarctica and clearly Ecuador is prepared to make a claim. As the technology improves to make commercial ventures possible and profitable, what other states will turn to Antarctica with territorial claims and gains on their minds?   

