Daily Life in the Middle East
125 points
Overview:

This activity asks you to focus on the people of Iraq.  You will think critically about what the media delivers, why it focuses so heavily on war coverage, and how this may contribute to skewed views of Iraq and its people. You will also explore Iraq's rich cultural history and read online articles or print publications about daily life in Iraq. Finally, you will study further one aspect of daily life in Iraq (or another country in the Middle East) and create a presentations for the class. 

Connections to the Curriculum:

Geography, English, journalism 

Materials Required:

· Computer with Internet access 
· Blank Xpeditions outline maps of the Middle East region
· Writing materials 
· Materials for presentations: paper, pens/markers, projectors, audio and/or video equipment, etc. 
Objectives:

Students will:
· Explore maps of the Middle East region; 

· Think about their perceptions of the Middle East and investigate whether their perceptions are accurate; 
· Create/provide a map of the Middle East identifying countries within the region
· Read a series of articles and Web sites about daily life in Iraq and other parts of the Middle East; 

· Investigate the differences between the way the Middle East is covered in its native press and Western press; 

· Research in detail the daily life of men and women in Iraq and present information to the class. 

Task:  Create a BLOG or PowerPoint presentation that addresses daily life in Iraq (for women as well as men).  Your presentation should address all aspects of daily life (home, work, religious services, etc.).  For the creation of a BLOG, go to edublogs.com and set up an account
Activity 1: Read the following series of articles by BBC journalist Kim Ghattas, documenting daily life in Iraq: 
Business as Usual in Iraq 
Iraq's Middle Class Wiped Out 
Iraqis Seek Refuge in Religion 
Baghdad's "Flourishing" Art Scene 
Surfing the Net in Iraq 
Iraqi Refugees Hope for US Strike 
After reading the articles, consider what you would like to know more about. The following sites provide a starting point for more information about daily life in Iraq and the Middle East: 

Washington Post: The Faces of Iraq 
Arab Media on the Internet (look for publications that say "written in English") 
BBC: Iraq in Pictures 
Frontline: Iraq—Truth and Lies in Baghdad 
Washington Post: Iraq Eyewitness (photo galleries) 

Content questions:  Each question is worth 25 points.

· How do you think Western coverage influences the way Iraq and the Middle East are viewed by the world? 
· What are/were your perceptions of the Middle East and are/were they accurate?  Has your perception changed?  Why?  Why not?
· What are the differences between the ways the Middle East is covered in its native press versus Western press?  You must identify the media outlets (both in the Middle East and the West) and provide examples of their coverage.
· What is the daily life of men and women in Iraq like?
Extending the Content:

· Based on one aspect of daily life, compare one other country in the Middle East to Iraq.   

· What are the similarities and differences? Why do you think these differences exist? 

Related Links:

Arab Media on the Internet
BBC: Iraq in Pictures
Frontline: Iraq
Truth and Lies in Baghdad
National Geographic: Hot Spot—Iraq
