	
	Top of Form


[image: image1.png]


 

Bottom of Form

African Language Diversity
125 points
Overview:

The linguistic diversity of Africa is considered by some to be a problem for its people. For example, estimates range from as low as 800 to just over 2,000 languages spoken within the continent. In fact, there still exist some languages with no writing systems. 
Objectives:

Students will 
· define linguistic studies and discuss the need for such studies; 
· research characteristics of Africa such as size, number of countries, number of languages, and total population;

· explore language diversity within Africa and discuss how language differences—or similarities—have led to cooperation and conflict within Africa; 
· present to the class findings on a current event collected from individual, or group, research conducted on a single African country; 
· identify benefits to being a multilingual speaker. Are there any drawbacks to being a multilingual speaker;
· determine what need is served by the study of languages

· create a PowerPoint or a BLOG for each of the activities below

Activity 1: In relation to the exploration of language diversity within Africa, access the Internet to answer the following questions. 25 points
1. What is the total land area of Africa? 

2. How many countries make up Africa? 

3. Describe the topographic variance of the African landscape (e.g., How does the landscape of sub-Saharan Africa differ from that of Northern Africa?). 

4. What is the current total population of Africa? Give some examples of ethnic groups in Africa. 

5. How many different languages are spoken in Africa? 

Activity 2: 
Access the Columbia Encyclopedia's entry on African languages to learn more about language families. [Note for students that the entry opens with a definition of African language, which may appear to some as an incomplete sentence.] If you have issues with this link, please research elsewhere to locate information regarding the language families of Africa.  Next, answer the following questions: 25 points
1. How are African languages classified? Why do you think African languages are classified this way? 

2. What does the term 'African languages' historically mean, and how are these languages divided? 

3. What is the estimate for the number of languages spoken in Africa? In your opinion, why is there such variation among estimates? 

4. What is a common feature of indigenous African languages? Is this a noticeable feature in the English language? 

5. What is the general term for each of the principle linguistic families of Africa? 

Activity 3: 
Select one of the four Afro-Asiatic languages listed and read the corresponding section of the encyclopedia entry. Take notes on things such as the names and number of branches within their chosen language families, names and number of branch subdivisions, and any unique characteristics. 
Next, access the Languages of Africa map to help illustrate the extent of African language families.  25 points
1. Which language family is the most diverse [contains the greatest number of branches and branch subdivisions]? Which is the simplest [contains the least number of branches and branch subdivisions]?). 
2. Two of Africa's major linguistic families, the Niger-Kordofanian and Nilo-Saharan languages, still do not have a writing system. Why is this now becoming an increasingly important issue? 
3. Describe the Berlin Conference and its effects on Africa’s language diversity.
4. Do you see Africa's linguistic diversity as a help or a hindrance to the African people? Why? 

5. How does the study of African languages relate to people of non-African cultures? Why is it important to the rest of the world? 

Activity 4: Read the article Dreams of a United Africa  (http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2000/09/0921_africa.html)
  and answer the following questions: 25 points
1. The Organization for African Unity met in 2000 for what purpose? 

2. According to the article, how many Africans were forced to leave their homes in 1999 and why did they leave? 

3. To what single event do some trace Africa's troubles, and which countries were involved? 

4. What colonial legacy remains in the wake of the Cold War? 

5. According to Richard Roberts, why is the border between Nigeria and Benin such a "fascinating case"? 

Activity 5: Present your thoughts regarding the interrelation between language and conflict in Africa; then, propose and discuss solutions to address these problems. 25 points
One possible news source is allAfrica.com. 

Related Links:

Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition, 2001, African Languages Entry
Ethnologue Country Index
Internet Public Library: Say Hello to the World
Language Museum
Languages of Africa Map
Links to Language Resources on the Web
National Geographic Magazine: Africa MegaFlyover—Charting the Last Wild Places on Earth
National Geographic News: Dreams of a United Africa
National Geographic News: Explorer on Initiative to Document Cultures on the Edge
allAfrica.com



