Sociology and Culture
Travel Project
Due date: TBA
Objective: Students will gain a better understanding of what composes the cultures of the world and develop an appreciation for not only the differences between cultures, but more importantly, the similarities shared between various groups who share the planet.  Your goal is to become an expert on the societal aspects/norms of a place on earth and develop a “sense of place,” through the aspects of its culture.  In the end, your presentation should teach the class about the differences, similarities and perspectives of your world compared to yours.
Assignment and Task:  Imagine you’ve won a year-long trip to your dream destination somewhere outside of the continental United States.  It may be a place that interests you because of its physical beauty, cultural diversity, medieval history, cuisine, civil unrest or everything listed; the choice of where to go is entirely yours.  
Your task is to teach a class about the society of this place through its culture and various groups that make up its state, village, or region.  The required information includes the following:

A. Location: Include 2 Maps (large and small scale: to be explained). 
B. Brief history:  I repeat – brief. Please do not cut and paste paragraphs of information and plagiarize.  Tell us about your place with the aid of simple bullet points and your storytelling ability.  You may include: cultural diffusion, cultural traits adopted due to wars, conquest, or migration, important dates, and sequent occupancies (to be explained), and possible effects of colonization/imperialism.
C. Demography (population of country and its age and gender ratio): Include the most recent population pyramid that displays your place’s demographic makeup.  
a. NOTE: You must make a reasonable/rational conclusion to the following: Has your place’s population grown or shrunk dramatically over the last 10-20 years?  What may be a reason(s) for this change in growth, demography, racial/ethnic makeup, economic boom or bust, etc.?
D. Religion (major and minor religions of place):  Include how the major religion arrived in your place, the basic belief system of the religion, the religion’s hearth (where the religion originated), and whether religion plays of major or minor role in your place’s culture or politics (meaning strife or peace)
E. Ethnicity: Identify the various ethnic groups of your place as well as any ancient or recent migration of other ethnic groups that have changed the cultural landscape of your place.
F. Language: Identify the predominant language spoken in your place as well as any other language that plays a role in the culture of your place.  
G. Etiquette:  What is your place’s Cultural Landscape?  For example: What to do and what not to do in your place; what to wear and what not to wear in your place, and why, etc.  Remember, what is accepted in the United States may not be accepted in other cultures. 
a. Symbolic Interactionism? 

H. Customs or culture traits: Identify and describe 2 unique customs or cultural traits of your place. 
a. Explore 5 of the following cultural practices and compare them to your (American culture):

b. Dating norms

c. Marriage traditions

d. Child rearing practices

e. School activities

f. Religious practices

g. Family life

h. Gender roles
I. Music and Food: Identify what type of music is most common in the place? 
a. NOTE: Provide some listening music for us so we get a feel for the music. 
b. What types of foods/recipes are traditional and unique to your place?  
i. You should include a description of at least 2 dishes with brief descriptions and pictures? 
J. NOTE: Your presentation must include at least 5 references to 5 terms from the Socialization and Culture units. 

Presentation Options:
For your presentation, you may choose one of the following styles, but either choice must include all of the required information above.
A. Webpage/Website, Prezi, or PowerPoint presentation: NOTE:  Please do not make the background of your slide a picture.  Simply add the picture somewhere in the slide.
B. Short film option:  A minimum of 3 minutes long with visuals, narration, and informational text that
Important Note: Narrow the focus of your project to cities and villages within countries or regions. You do not have the time and space to focus on an entire country or continent.  For example, choose York, England as opposed to all of England.
Rubric: See attached rubric.

Work cited: Include a slide or typed page of your cited sources using MLA format.  Please use the following website for instructions on how to document your sources: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
NOTE: If you cut and paste, if you present information as your own, if you present information without giving proper credit by quoting and citing the source, you will receive a referral for plagiarism.
Presentation day requirements:

A. You or your group must turn in one rubric and assignment with the names of your group members written on both.

B. If you work in a group, you must turn in a separate page (typed) listing the contributions of each member.

Additional deductions and merit points
A. Project is not turned in on due date: 10 point deduction per day
B. Missing a typed works cited page, rubric/assignment, or contribution page:  5 point deduction
C. Dressed for success.  Boys: Dress shirt and slacks.  Girls: Dress code approved dresses, slacks, and appropriate tops. 5 points

D. Additional creativity and effort beyond the basic requirements: 5 points.  Examples include, but are not limited to bringing in a recipe, an example of music, or dressing up as if you are from that place.
Do your best and have fun.
Learn about your world and teach us what you’ve learned!!

Remember, you are to become experts about your place.
