Critical Thinking

Mr. Cass

Edison Collegiate High School

Journal Assignment
Objective: 
An important way to comprehend an author’s thoughts is through analyzing an author’s logic.  This journaling assignment will provide a forum for students to express their thoughts – in writing – and to think critically using the eight basic structures that define reasoning.  
According to Richard Paul and Linda Elder, authors of The International Critical Thinking Test, “Educated persons are able to write in such a way as to say something substantive.  They also understand the importance of writing to learning.” 
During the semester, students will collect and research current event articles, editorials, or essays from newspapers, magazines, internet sources, etc. and begin the process of learning to write and think critically.  Students may also choose from a series of small readers, located in the room, containing short essays and stories concerning controversial topics.
Due Dates: 
This assignment is a weekly expectation and one entry should be completed every other Tuesday – or twice a month between August and December. 
· NOTE: Mr. Cass may collect the journals at any time within the quarter.  
· NOTE: Depending on your approach to this assignment and class, Fridays may be reserved for discussion of topics, research of topics, or writing of entries.  
Your entries will provide a foundation for class discussions; therefore, it is essential you complete your entries on a weekly basis.  So, please be prepared.  At the end of the semester your portfolio should contain – 10 entries.
Portfolio Style:

· Your journal entries must be typed in 12-point Times New-Roman font only, in the style modeled (see assignment style), and submitted in 1 – 1 ½ inch binder. 
· MLA format must be employed for your heading only, and your entry must be numbered in the upper right-hand corner – in place of a page number (For example: Entry 1). 
· This assignment sheet MUST be three-hole punched and included in the front of your portfolio (for reference and easy scoring)

· In number 1 of your 8 criteria, your entry MUST include the name of the author, title of article, essay, or speech (For introductory purposes).

· A copy of the article MUST accompany your entry.  Simply three-hole punch the copy and include behind your entry.  

Content:

· Your reflections must critically analyze your author’s argument, address, and complete the “eight criteria that define reasoning,” according to The International Critical Thinking Test.  The criteria and directions are located on the back of this page.
Grading per entry:

Each entry is worth 40 points (400 points per semester)
· 5 points per each of the 8 criteria
Possible deductions per entry:

· 5 points – Per missing criteria (8 total)
· 5 points – One sentence or word written for criteria explanation (Not acceptable)
· 3 points – Not typed

· 3 points – No author, essay, article, speech information
· 3 points – Not contained in binder

· 2 points – Heading not in MLA format
· 2 points – Assignment sheet not included in front of portfolio

· 40 points – Entry missing from portfolio entirely
Analyzing an Article, Editorial, Essay, or Speech
Mr. Cass: Critical Thinking
Adopted from: The International Critical Thinking Test, (Paul and Elder)
Directions:  Complete the following sentences with whatever explanation you think essential to make your meaning clear and comprehensive.  One sentence or word is unacceptable.  Please use this space and time to express yourself in a minimum of 5-7 sentences per part delineated below.   Substitute where you see “text” with the name of the author and article, editorial, essay, or speech.   Please number each of the parts of your reasoning.  
1. The main purpose of the “text” (article, editorial, or essay) is _______________.  

a. Here you are trying to state as accurately as possible the author’s purpose for writing the article.  What, in your view, was the author trying to accomplish?
2. The key question (issue or difficulty) that the author is addressing is ___________. 

a. Your goal is to figure out the key question implicit (meaning: understood, unspoken, or contained) in the text.  In other words, what was the key question addressed?
3. The most important information in this article is ______________.  

a. You want to identify the key information the author used, or presumed, in the article to support his/her main arguments.  You are looking for facts, experiences, and data used to support his/her conclusions.

4. The main inferences/conclusions in this article are ____________________.  

a. You want to identify the most important conclusions the author suggests in the text.
5. The key idea we need to understand in this “text” is (are) ________________.  By these ideas, the author means ______________________________.  

a. To identify these ideas, ask yourself: What are the most important ideas/concepts that you would have to understand in order to understand the author’s line of reasoning?  Then elaborate briefly what the author means by these ideas.
6. The main assumption(s) underlying the author’s thinking is (are) ________.  

a. Ask yourself: What is the author taking for granted [what might be questioned that the author seems to forget?]  The assumptions are generalizations that the author does not think he/she has to defend in the context of writing the article, and they are usually unstated.  This is where the author’s thinking logically begins.
7. If we take this line of reasoning seriously, the implications are _______________. 

a. What consequences are likely to follow if people take the author’s line of reasoning seriously?  Here you are to follow out the logical repercussions of the author’s position.  You should include implications that the author states, if you believe them to be logical, but you should do your best to determine and support what you think the implications are or could be.
8. The main point(s) of view of the author of the “text” is (are) ________________.  

a. The main question you are trying to answer here is:  What is the author looking at, and how is he/she seeing it?  For example, in this entry:  What are you looking at (thinking)? How are you seeing it (critically)? Our point of view is defined by the fact that we see/view someone’s “thinking” as a matter to critically evaluate.

