Critical Thinking Population Mid-Term Project

Due Date:  Presentations begin October 4th by random selection

INTRODUCTION:  To get a better understanding and appreciation of the variety of cultures that are present throughout the world, a person needs to be aware of the day-to-day population and food-related issues and pressures that many people face.  When will their next meal take place?  Where can they go for medical treatment?  Who will employ them?  Why do thousands of people die in “ordinary” coastal storms?  What will happen to a country that doubles in population in just one generation?

For an example, let’s look at the Peoples Republic of China.  Here is a nation that is just slightly larger than the United States in territory, yet it has five times the population of the United States to feed, with only about half as much farmland!  Literally millions have died in China this century due to starvation.  The late 1950s were particularly disastrous.  Millions starved due to Mao’s program called the “Great Leap Forward”.  This human catastrophe is revealed on the negative “blip” on the graph on “Annual World Population Change: 1950-2050,” shown at U.S. Census Bureau (www.census.gov).  Does this help you better understand why China instituted a one-child per family policy in 1982?  

Task:

Create a PowerPoint presentation that responds to the following questions.  Your research should include investigating Mao’s program mentioned above, as well as current day-to-day issues the people of China and other developing nations are experiencing.  

Your research should help develop your opinion and response to the questions.  Your task is to critically examine the issues/scenarios below and form a logical opinion based on the information and data you retrieve.  You are not seeking someone else’s opinion to present; you are developing your own by analyzing other opinions:

1. Are the Chinese people more willing to accept the One Child Policy because, under communist culture, the rights of individual often are forsaken for the benefit of the whole nation?  

2. How will less developed nations improve their standard of living unless the population growth rate is sharply reduced?  If you were hired as a consultant for these nations, what would your suggestion be?

3. Even if enough food can be grown to feed the world’s growing population, where will these people find meaningful work in a more-automated society?  How can this food be distributed to those in the periphery of the world?

4. As countries reduce their population growth rate with the hope to raise their relative standard of living, how will the increased energy demands be met?

5. To what extent is population growth responsible for some of the environmental problems we see today on our planet?  
· This question can be explored more fully visiting Web sites on environmental problems in China and Bangladesh.  A great place to start is http://www.countrywatch.com/.  The user name is CCPS and the password is Charlotte.

Part II: Your PowerPoint continues addressing the following:
The Rostow model of economic development postulates that economic modernization occurs in five basic stages:

1.  Traditional society (pre-scientific understanding of gadgets) 

2. Preconditions for take-off (secular education, capital mobilization, entrepreneurial class)

3. Take-off (society drive by economic processes rather than tradition)

4. Drive to maturity (economy diversifies, poverty decreases, rising standards of living)

5. Age of high mass consumption (consumers concentrate on durable goods) 

The demographic transition model (DTM) postulates four stages.

· Identify and describe each stage of the DTM
· Next, if you were to add a fifth stage to the demographic transition model, how would you label it in terms of population growth and why?  Describe the characteristics of a fifth stage.
· Next, correlate the five stages of the Rostow model with the revised five stages of the DTM, what would you be able to hypothesis or conclude?  How would your new fifth stage of the DTM link to Rostow
· Link each stage of the new DTM to each stage of Rostow’s model.
Lastly, in your opinion, explain how population growth affects economic development and how governmental policies/decisions aide or prohibit economic development as well as population growth.
